












Family Cruise
This year’s Family Cruise in 

June was a glorious success. 
Five yachts left the Deben: 
five made it back. Orinoco 
and Conchita took the first of 
the ebb on Friday evening. 
They picked up moorings at 
Felixstowe Ferry to prepare 
for an early high water on the 
Deben bar. Maverick was keen 
not to miss out on the Friendly 
Friday at the sailing club and 
left a bit later, to join Volante at 
Ramsholt for the night. Dawn 
Piper left Waldringfield on 
Saturday, taking advantage of 
her bilge keels’ shallower draft.

As we left the Deben on 
Saturday morning, we inched 
out against the strong flood 
tide and it was a case of ‘my 
engine’s bigger than yours’. 
Then, with one or two reefs in, 
we had a good beat along the 
coast. By the time we made it 
to Harwich Harbour there was a 
big swell. We were sailing right 
through the starting area for 
the Classic Regatta which was 
quite exciting, particularly when witnessing collisions 
involving bowsprits!

Shotley Marina is a great venue for visitors. We 
were all moored on a linear pontoon making for a 
sociable afternoon and evening. The children were 
either crabbing from the pontoon or rowing around 
in rubber dinghies which, though not strictly allowed, 
helped in learning useful skills. On Saturday evening 

we had a barbecue on the grass 
beside the marina, including 
Blush pink apple juice, courtesy 
of Jez Linsell.

The return sail on Sunday 
was more pleasant, and we 
made it to the Rocks in time for 
lunch and sandcastles. Back at 
Waldringfield, some exhausted 
children hobbled up the steps. 
We are all looking forward to 
more family friendly cruising in 
future.

Harry Pynn

Keelboat Timed Passage
Following last year’s 

successful event, this year’s 
timed passage was held on the 
Saturday morning of Regatta.

Entries were made online 
in the WSC Regatta entry 
form. The start was at the 
large buoy just up river from 
the Felixstowe moorings and 
finished on the WSC club line. 
Boats were required to sail 
a channel course, using any 
sails of their choice. There was 
added time for any engine use 

and disqualification for outside assistance.
The day dawned sunny but the strong (and warm) 

SSW wind gusted up to 26 knots. This meant that 
boats could complete the course without tacking but 
had to gybe through the Rocks. All seven entrants 
carried on despite the wind strength but no yacht 
used a spinnaker or cruising chute, despite the ‘large’ 
cash prize at stake. 

Each boat noted their time on passing the start 
buoy and again when crossing the club line.

The winner was Big Rafiki, an Archamboult Grand 
Surprise owned by Richard Woolf and helmed by 
Aaron Woolf. She had a remarkable elapsed time of 
28 minutes 40 seconds, adjusted on handicap to 29 
minutes 54 seconds and was a worthy winner of the 
WSC Yacht Class prize of £25.

The other results were: 2nd Neil Collingridge in 
Cheetah of Burnham; 3rd Harry Ogden in his Cape 
Cutter 16; 4th Howard Ryan in Troubadour; 5th 
Chris Richardson in De Pee Jee; 6th John Palmer in 
Moonbeam; 7th Peter Thubron in Wandering Star.

Peter Thubron

Yachts on the Go
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Once upon a time – well, in 1936 – 
Sir William Burton donated a silver 
cup to the National 12 class for the 

winner of the National Championships. 
These National Championships were the 
National 12’s first and they were sailed in 
Poole Harbour. WSC members, Cyril Stollery 
and Dr Kenneth Palmer won in N153 Itch, 
coming away with the Burton Cup. They 
were also Waldringfield Sailing Club’s first 
National Champions.

Sir William Burton was keen yachtsman 
from Ipswich and was President of the Yacht 
Racing Association which later developed 
into the RYA. He gave the National 12 class 
a new Burton Cup in 1937, which has been 
held by their National Champions ever since. 
At Waldringfield, National 12s became the 
first fleet, the club having previously had 

handicap racing only. Unsurprisingly in 
due course (1949) club member Robin 
Steavenson won the ‘new’ Burton Cup. 
He, too, had been sailing Itch, now 
renamed Witch.

National 12s are no longer one of 
the regular fleets at the club but father 
and daughter duo, Tom and Isobel 
Stewart, sometimes sail one and they 
entered the National Championships 
at Felixstowe Ferry Sailing Club on this 
year’s August Bank Holiday weekend. 

For the second year running, they won and were 
awarded the Burton Cup. A great achievement!

Meanwhile the Stollery family had the original 
Burton Cup but Cyril Stollery’s wife donated it to the 
club in 1971, in memory of her husband. It is now 
called the Jubilee Cup and is awarded to the first 
keelboat in the Victory Plate, a race to Felixstowe 
(or thereabouts) and back. This year’s winners were 
William Sudell and Trish Hopkins in their Squib. The 
Sudell family has, over the years, bought boats from 
the Stollerys so William was delighted to be reminded 
of that connection when they won what was the first 
Burton Cup. 

Both cups are impressive, as you can see!

The Burton Cup
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Tom and Isobel Stewart in their National 12 Photo: Nick Champion

Concentration - William Sudell and Trish Hopkins Photo: Alexis Smith
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